THE   FALL   OF   THE   HOLY   CITY
dispersed in a storm and the vessel with Berengaria and
Joanna on board had to take refuge in Cyprus. The island
belonged to the Byzantine Empire, but Isaac Comnenus, who
had been sent to it as governor, had rebelled and set himself
up as king. He had imprisoned some of the English soldiers
and attempted to seize Berengaria and Joanna, and Richard
therefore declared war on him. He captured Isaac, took the
treasure in the island, and later sold Cyprus to the Temple
for a hundred thousand pieces of gold.
Richard arrived at Acre on June 8th, 1191, after a journey
of a year. Philip Augustus had done little since his coming
nearly two months previously, and Richard's appearance on
the scene was hailed with joy by the immense Christian army
assembled in the vicinity of the port. A united assault was
expected, but Richard fell ill soon after he reached Acre, and
Philip Augustus refused to wait until the English king could
participate in an attack. The French assault proved un-
successful, and when, a few weeks later, Richard stormed
Acre in turn, Philip would not support him and the Moslems
scored another success. But Acre was suffering from famine,
and, though Saladin had a large army under him, he could
not break through the Christian lines to introduce food into
the city. The garrison of Acre therefore determined to
capitulate if their lives were spared. They promised a
ransom of two hundred thousand gold besants, the release of
some three thousand Christian captives, and the return of
the true cross. Acre was occupied on July i2th, 1191, but
only part of the Christian prisoners received their liberty
from the Moslems and the true cross was not returned.
Rebellion broke out almost as soon as the Crusaders entered
Acre. Philip Augustus had " the palace of the Templars
with all that belonged thereto and Richard took the royal
palace. . . . Each king had a part of the city for himself
while the army was scattered over the whole town, enjoying
a pleasant rest ". That division was very satisfactory for the
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